Arete’s LOgic N English

ALONE

22 91 542 @ 2P0z A
S99] 4%, 5004} o2 8.oFsl]
2 W 29 =22 gARAL

(AIA]= 71 Speaking more generally, the fundamental elements in the relation
between individuals in the having mode of existence are competition, antagonism,
and fear. The antagonistic element in the having relationship stems from its
nature. If having is the basis of my sense of identity because "I am what I have,"
the wish to have must lead to the desire to have much, to have more, to have
most. In other words, greed is the natural outcome of the having orientation. It
can be the greed of the miser or the greed of the profit hunter or the greed of
the womanizer or the man chaser. Whatever constitutes their greed, the greedy
can never have enough, can never be "satisfied." In contrast to physiological
needs, such as hunger, that have definite satiation points due to the physiology of
the body, mental greed—and all greed is mental, even if it is satisfied via the body
—has no satiation point, since its consummation does not fill the inner emptiness,
boredom, loneliness and depression it is meant to overcome. In addition, since
what one has can be taken away in one form or another, one must have more, in
order to fortify one's existence against such danger. If everyone wants to have
more, everyone must fear one's neighbor's aggressive intention to take away what
one has. To prevent such attack one must become more powerful and preventively
aggressive oneself. Besides, since production, great as it may be, can never keep
pace with unlimited desires, there must be competition and antagonism among
individuals in the struggle for getting the most. And the strife would continue even
if a state of absolute abundance could be reached; those who have less in physical
health and in attractiveness, in gifts, in talents would bitterly envy those who have

"more.”



In the being mode, private having (private property) has little affective importance,
because I do not need to own something in order to enjoy it, or even in order to
use it. In the being mode, more than one person—in fact millions of people—can
share in the enjoyment of the same object, since none need—or want—to have it,
as a condition of enjoying it. This not only avoids strife; it creates one of the
deepest forms of human happiness: shared enjoyment. Nothing unites people more
(without their individuality) than sharing their admiration and love for
a person; sharing an idea, a piece of music, a painting, a symbol; sharing in a
ritual—and sharing sorrow. The experience of sharing makes and keeps the
relation between two individuals alive; it is the basis of all great religious, political,
and philosophical movements. Of course, this holds true only as long as and to
the extent that the individuals genuinely love or admire. When religious and
political movements ossify, when bureaucracy manages the people by means of

suggestions and threats, the sharing stops.
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